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SECRET STATE 073556 

FOLLOWING REPEAT JERUSALEM 0820 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO AMMAN 
BEIRUT CAIRO DAMASCUS TEL AVIV USUN MAR 21. 

QUOTE SECRET JERUSALEM 0820 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, MARR, LE, IS, XF 
SUBJECT: SIILASVUO'S TALK WITH LEBANESE 


SUMMARY: SIILASVUO HAD A "GOOD TALK" WITH BOUTROS AND 
KHOURY. LEBANESE AGREE ADF SHOULD GO TO LITANI; SYRIANS 
HOLD KEY TO PLO BEHAVIOR AND BOUTROS REQUESTS 
SIILASVUO ALSO APPROACH DAMASCUS; UN SHOULD CONTROL BRIDGES 
AND OTHER KEY POINTS; LEBANESE WILL PROVIDE THREE BATTALIONS 
AND POLICE TO ASSIST UNIFIL; GOL WILLING HAVE UN ENTER 
SOUTHERN LEBANON ASAP; LEBANESE WILLING MEET IDF MARCH 22 
ON RETURN OF REFUGEES TO SOUTH. SIILASVUO INFORMED MARCH 21 BY 
WEIZMAN OF OFFER TO PERMIT UN TO DEPLOY TO FIVE SITES, AND 
FORMER PREPARED MOVE PROMPTLY. WEIZMAN ALSO INFORMED UN 
UNILATERAL CEASEFIRE BEING DECLARED 1800 LOCAL. 

SIILASVUO PASSING MESSAGE TO PLO WITH 
EXPECTATION PLO WILL OBSERVE CEASEFIRE AS WELL. END 
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SUMMARY. 


1 . SAW SIILASVUO 1800 MARCH 21 JUST AFTER HIS RETURN 
FROM BEIRUT. HE HAD GOOD TALK WITH FONMIN BOUTROS AND 
COS KHOURY. BOTH WERE ENTHUSIASTIC OVER SUGGESTION 
ADF ADVANE TO LITANI. BOUTROS OBSERVED "SYRIANS 
HOLD THE KEY." HE SAID PM HOSS WOULD TRY TO OBTAIN 
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SYRIAN CONCURRENCE BUT URGED SIILASVUO TO REINFORCE 
LEBANESE REQUEST IN DAMASCUS. (SIILASVUO THINKS THIS IS A GOOD 
IDEA AND IS REQUESTING WALDHEIM S AUTHORIZATION TO 
GO TO DAMASCUS.) 

2. BOUTROS AGREES UN SHOULD CONTROL BRIDGES AND OTHER 
KEY POINTS. HE SAID LEBANESE ARMY WILL PROVIDE THREE 
HAND-PICKED BATTALIONS OF LOYAL TROOPS PLUS OTHER 
ELEMENTS TO ASSIST UNIFIL. WILL ALSO PROVIDE POLICE 
UNITS. GOL WILLING TO HAVE UN ENTER THE AREA ASAP. 

ON REFUGEE QUESTION (PARA FIVE JERUSALEM 802), COL. 

HANNI ABBAS PREPARED GO TO NAQUORA MARCH 22 TO MEET WITH 
IDF ON MODALITIES FOR RETURN OF REFUGEES. UN TRYING 
TO SET UP MEETING. 

3. WEIZMAN TELEPHONED SIILASVUO SHORTLY BEFORE I SAW HIM TO 
SAY ISRAEL DECLARING UNILATERAL 

CEASEFIRE AS OF 1800 HOURS LOCAL. AT HIS REQUEST. 

SIILASVUO DICATED TELEGRAM TO ILMAC IN BEIRUT INSTRUCTING 
CHAIRMAN TO INFORM PLO IMMEDIATELY AND CONVEY 
EXPECTATION OTHERS WILL ALSO OBSERVE THE CEASEFIRE. 

4. 1 ASKED SIILASVUO HOW SOON ADVANCE ELEMENTS OF 
UNIFIL COULD ENTER SOUTHERN LEBANON. HE SAID AUSTRIAN 
AND SWEDISH COMPANIES WERE READY TO GO BUT POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS HAD BEEN ENCOUNTERED IN STOCKHOLM AND VIENNA. 
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HOWEVER HE HAD GREEN LIGHT FROM TEHRAN AND HE WAS URGENTLY 
PREPARING IRANIAN COMPANY FROM UNDOF FOR DEPLOYMENT 
WITHIN 24 HOURS. AS FOR ADDITIONAL OBSERVERS, HE HAD 
DECIDED IT UNWISE TO SEND UNARMED UNTSO PERSONNEL INTO 
AREA WHERE THERE APT TO BE OCCASIONAL BREACHES 
OF CEASEFIRE. 

5. AFTER RECEIPT BEIRUT 1525. AND TELECON WITH VELIOTES, 

DRAPER, AND LORENZ, I TELEPHONED SIILASVUO TO AGAIN URGE 
DEPLOYMENT OF UNIFIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. I SAID WE 

ALSO THOUGHT IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA FOR HIM TO WEIGH 
IN WITH DAMASCUS. I ALSO QUERIED HIM ON WEIZMAN’S CURRENT 
POSITION RE ADF ADVANCE TO LITANI. SIILASVUO SAID 
WEIZMAN WAS FAVORABLE AND PREPARED TO RECOMMEND THIS 
TO THE CABINET PROVIDED HE GOT WORD FROM SYRIA IT WOULD 
PREVENT HOSTILE ACTION FROM NORTHERN SIDE OF RIVER. 

WEIZMAN NOW WILLING TO HAVE UNIFIL ENTER LEBANON FROM 
THE SOUTH. 

6. COMMENT: SINCE IDF HAS STOPPED ABOUT THREE KILOMETERS 
SHORT OF LITANI, I BELIEVE SIILASVUO IS READY TO BEGIN 
DEPLOYMENT OF ADVANCE ELEMENTS OF UNIFIL PROVIDED CEASE- 
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FIRE IS OBSERVED BY PLO. 
NEWLIN UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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